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For those people lucky enough to see a kingfisher

it normally appears as a flash of brilliant blue and
then disappears just as quickly. When most people
see a kingfisher for the first time they are surprised
by how small it is. This brightly coloured bird is only
about the size of a robin!

The kingfisher's bright colours are designed to put
off predators by indicating that they taste horrible.

Amazingly, the shiny blue and green colours of the
kingfisher's feathers do not really exist. It's all a trick
of the light! The brown feathers absorb light in a
special way so all you see are blues and greens.
You can see the same effect on the bright reflected
colours on your CDs at home.

Kingfishers normally live near rivers or
streams although some are found on
lakes and canals. Clean rivers are

very important for the kingfisher
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population because the birds are extremely
sensitive to river pollution. When rivers are
polluted sticklebacks die out and these fish are the
kingfisher's favourite food. This means kingfishers
may either starve or move to another river to find
cleaner water and more food.

Right now, the United Kingdom has between
4,000 and 6,000 pairs of kingfishers, which is really
good! These high numbers are a result of our clean
waterways; however, because kingfishers are so
vulnerable to pollution, we must work hard to
keep our rivers clean and protect our kingfisher
population.
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See if you can get all the correct answers in this fun crossword. It is all
about kingfishers and all the answers can be found in this magazine.

The UK has between 4,000 and
6,000 ..... of kingfishers

6. Kingfishers dive with their eyes ....
9. What colour are a kingfisher's

feathers?

10. ... Fishing?

11. Kingfishers are very sensitive to
rver ...

The ancient Greeks thought that
kingfishers brought them bad luck.
True / False?

2.  What is the kingfisher's favourite
food?

4. Kingfishers can normally be found
living beside .....

7. The bright colours of a kingfisher
are meant to warn predators that
they taste horrible. True / False?

8. The kingfisher is about the size of

a pigeon / robin / blackbird
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Strangely enough, there are many ‘ '
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myths about the kingfisher and e
weather!

The ancients Greeks thought

the kingfisher brought good F;hd °V+
luck, kept evil spirits away and
MoreOOO

calmed the seas.

Another legend says that Noah sent a kingfisher out to Read... _
look for land after he sent the dove. But the kingfisher ngf:lshers by Charl:g
flew too close to the sun and burnt its breast feathers, el e RIS, Gl

I &Y. A W Baxter Photography Ltd,
which is how kingfishers came to have chestnut feathers £8.00, ISBN 1-900455-25-0
on their fronts.

Visit...

Montrose Basin Visitor Centre,
Rossie Braes, Montrose, DD10 9TJ.
Tel: 01674 676336, email:

montrosebasin @swt.org.uk
* Go to...

Dead kingfishers were often carried aboard ships
because it was believed that the kingfisher would stop
lightning striking the ship.
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